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Hello!

Sivagurunathan & Chua is a literary agency based in Malaysia representing 
published and unpublished Malaysian authors across a range of fiction and 
non-fiction.

It’s no secret that readers across the globe are looking for more diverse 
writing and stories that represent the experiences of a wider range of ethnic 
communities. Our authors are writing and telling stories that engage with a 
global audience. 

Malaysian writing is a nuanced voice that explores the multicultural, multiethnic 
Malaysian landscape with its rich and layered interest in hybrid identities, racial 
relationships, interrogations of place, belonging, and what it means to live in the 
contemporary world alongside complex histories.

If you’re a publisher, literary agent or rights agent and would like to learn more 
about our authors, please do get in touch!

Devina Sivagurunathan Rosalind Chua

“‘Diversity’ should just be called ‘reality.’ Your books, your TV shows, your 
movies, your articles, your curricula, need to reflect reality.”

—Tananarive Due, author and American Book Award winner

devina@litagencysc.com roz@litagencysc.com
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THE DAWON KING
by Navin Kumar

YA/NA epic fantasy
120,000 words

Material available: Full manuscript

World rights available

Navin Kumar
Navin Kumar grew up in the Cameron Highlands, Malaysia, watching way too much 
TV that fed his overactive imagination. He moved to Edinburgh, Scotland in 2012 
to pursue an engineering degree, and at the same time procrastinated with ideas 
for a fantasy world that would eventually take shape as The Dawon King.

The Dawon King is the first title in Navin’s The Varaisha Trilogy. 

THEMES 
SE Asian fantasy / black magic / enemies to lovers / 

revenge / betrayal / friendship / strong female characters
FICTION

Dev grows up in a simple village where he is schooled by the peace-loving monk, Sinnasaram. Although 
he desires a life of adventure outside his village, Sinnasaram expressly forbids this due to the chaos and 
suffering caused by the on-going conflict with Riviyan. Undeterred, Dev leaves for the empire of Hagrirath. 
When terrorists, presumably Riviyans, attack Hagrirath, Dev is wrongfully imprisoned as a co-conspirator. 

With help, he escapes prison only to learn that the one he loves, Nila, the princess and heir of Hagrirath was 
abducted during the terrorist attack. Dev wants to leave for Riviyan to find her, but he’s instead convinced to 
go to Sinnasaram for help. 

Upon reuniting with Sinnasaram, they are attacked by the monk, Taurav Sitham and his assassins, bringing to 
light a prophecy of Dev’s birth as the reincarnation of Harundatt, the infamous Dawon king and datt, who ruled 
centuries ago. As a datt, he wielded incredible powers drawn from the cosmos. The world fears his return and 
the destruction of humanity. 

To save the world, Taurav placed a dark curse on Dev to meet his death at the hands of a great, dark power. 
To protect himself, Dev sails to the Dawoness Islands to search for the temple at the source of his as yet 
unawakened powers. He has every intention to use these to save Nila despite the destruction Harundatt could 
cause. Dev later learns that a supposed ally – the kingdom of Agravati - was behind the terrorist attack and 
Nila’s abduction, not Riviyan as had been previously assumed. 

Meanwhile, Nila is confined in an Agravatian palace by Queen Durjani, a practitioner of dark magic. She plans 
to control Nila’s mind and trick Nila’s father, the Emperor of Hagrirath, into offering Nila’s hand in marriage to 
her son, Prince Mohendra. 

In Agravati, Dev battles rakshasas with the help of the Hagrirathian army. When Mohendra transforms into a 
mighty rakshasa, Dev realises that Mohendra is the great, dark power sent to kill him by Taurav’s curse. Durjani 
uses her dark powers to aid her son. In a confrontation, Nila kills Durjani while Devdestroys Mohendra. In the 
aftermath, Dev loses control of his powers and wounds the Emperor. Fearing for Dev’s life, his friends drag him 
away into the Agravatian wilderness.

<< An epic coming-of-age tale of 
friendship, betrayal and love in a 
time of warring empires. >>
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<< A collection of short stories set in rural Malaysia, exploring themes of love, 
grief, loss and longing, and the magic in our lives. >>

A young boy, grieving for his late father, meets a ghost who tells him that he is the king of the sea. 

Alia, a missing child, returns as a chicken to her bewildered parents. 

A daughter witnesses an affair by her unfaithful mother - is what she saw entirely real or a hallucination? 

A young man arrives on an island, falls head over heels in love with and marries a jungle spirit. 

Hell breaks lose in a small village when a brash modern city woman moves in. 

A teacher who longs for a more glamorous life in the big city, disappears into a movie screen.

KING OF THE SEA
by Dina Zaman

Literary fiction/short stories/magical realism
176 pages

Publication date Q3 2024 
(Clarity Publishing, Malaysia)

World rights available excl. Malaysia

Dina Zaman
Dina Zaman is a Kuala Lumpur-based writer and researcher. She is the co-founder 
of IMAN Research, a think tank focusing on socio-political and security matters, 
and a founding member of the Southeast Asian Women Peacebuilders. 

She is a regular speaker at regional and international conferences on preventing 
and countering violent extremism. 

She has written extensively for the Malaysian media and is currently a regular 
contributor to The Star, Malaysia and The Jakarta Post. Her latest passion projects 
revolve around Terengganu Royal History.

Dina is the author of three non-fiction titles - I am Muslim (Silverfish Publishing), 
Holy Men, Holy Women (SIRD) and Malayland. King of the Sea (Clarity Publishing) 
is her first foray into fiction. 

FICTION
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“The crows must have brought news of Cindee Loh to Market Square. The police found her car ten-fifteen 
minutes ago? Something like that. Now the info flys from stall to stall as if it has wings. Seems like only the 
birds could have brought it here. Or the internet. Or the gossips. Or gossips who have turned into crows. This 
is the kind of island where magic—black magic—goes about like oxygen in the air.”

On sleepy Coal Island off the coast of Malaysia, a quiet community is shaken by yet another disappearance. 
Schoolteacher Cindee Loh is missing, her car found abandoned in a sea of weeds, keys still in the ignition - and 
word has already reached the Market Square.

For Inspector Jamal this case, another missing woman, awakens the voices in his head of the two whose 
unsolved murders haunt his dreams. And also that of his nagging, yet deceased, mother. But not only is he 
having to babysit bumbling junior Detective Sim Pek, what’s worse is the meddling Ifah - curry-puff seller and 
amateur sleuth – has taken it upon herself to investigate Cindee’s disappearance with the help of the island’s 
biggest gossips.

As Inspector Jamal’s investigation develops, he begins to suspect that Cindee’s disappearance is part of a 
larger puzzle, and despite his reservations, he finds himself reluctantly accepting help from the curry-puff seller 
and her unorthodox methods.

Could sleepy Coal Island be in the grip of its first-ever serial killer?

ON DEAF EARS
by Shivani Sivagurunathan

Crime fiction/cosy crime
80,000 words

Material available: Full manuscript

World rights available

THEMES 
Mismatched police partnerships / 

amateur sleuths / gossipy villagers

Shivani Sivagurunathan 
Shivani Sivagurunathan has been writing and publishing fiction and poetry for 
twenty years. She is the author of four books, Wildlife on Coal Island (Harper 
Collins India), Yalpanam (Penguin SEA), Being Born (Maya Press) and What Has 
Happened to Harry Pillai? (Clarity Publishing). Her writing has always been 
grounded in a Malaysian context and supported by a metaphysical foundation 
– it combines the local and the concrete with the universal and the abstract, 
reminiscent of Latin American magical realist writers like Gabriel García Márquez 
and Mario Vargas Llosa. 

She is currently an assistant professor and head of the School of English, University 
of Nottingham, Malaysia.
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In the small town of Darat Kumut, the death of notorious drug dealer Tommy Asandu initially appears to be a 
drug overdose, but it is later ruled a murder. Former journalist Wesley Moysin, haunted by a traumatic incident 
in KL, becomes a suspect due to a prior altercation with Tommy.

As the investigation unfolds, Wesley, along with Delilah Loh and Inspector Rabbil Harris, discovers Tommy’s 
involvement in a drug-selling operation on Pulau Kumut. They also unravel the mysterious disappearance of 
waitress Abigail Supian.

With the help of Mabel Mah, a celebrated mystery writer, Wesley and Delilah delve into the case, identifying 
one of Tommy’s partners, Su Yen, who is later murdered. The duo, aided by Bella, a casino security officer, find 
out that Lester – Mabel’s assistant – who is ridden with debt, was manipulated by Raul Krishnan to kill Tommy. 
Upon confronting Lester, he confesses to being coerced by Raul. However, this revelation is part of a trap set 
by Harris and Wesley.

A tense pursuit ensues, resulting in Lester’s car crash and Wesley surviving. Lester falls into a coma, and Priscilla, 
initially a key witness, retracts her statement, ensuring Raul escapes justice. In the aftermath, Wesley decides 
to document the case in a book, hoping to bring some good out of the chaos that unfolded in Darat Kumut.

Nathaniel Sario 
Nathaniel Sario has always wanted to be a writer. So far, he has made that dream 
a reality, with several short stories published in Malaysia. He has worked as a 
journalist for several Malaysian newspapers, and is currently doing his best to 
survive at a local kindergarten franchisor. Big Trouble in Little Paradise is his first 
novel and winner of the Fixi Novo Malaysian Novel Contest, he solemnly swears 
that there’s more coming … hopefully.

BIG TROUBLE IN LITTLE PARADISE
by Nathaniel Sario

Crime fiction/muder mystery
72,000 words

Publication date November 2023 
(FIXI, Malaysia)

World rights available excl. Malaysia

FICTION
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“I realised at the age of eight that my survival instinct was stronger than all my other other senses or needs. 
My mother and I were watching an old film about a couple of lovers on a sinking ship. I was eating crisps, 
and got genuinely angry at the main character who, instead of sitting safely in a dry, cosy lifeboat, rushed 
headlong into the flooded depths of the ship to rescue a man she’d only recently met, who later drowned 
anyway. With that childish acuity which adults later lose, I realised there’s no way I would have rescued any 
man. I am a person who doesn’t care about love, duty, morality or principles.” 

In the dystopian world of A Mycelium Dream, relationships all converge upon the mysterious Ina. To renowned 
American scientist Dustin Carter, originator of the groundbreaking Mycelium Dream theory, Ina is a muse, an 
ethereal source of inspiration. Conversely, her restaurateur husband, Karl, finds her to be the most tedious 
woman on earth, while to eco-entrepreneur Upė, Ina is nothing short of a legend.

Moving between 2025 and 2051 in a world that has emerged from the ashes of a global conflict, the lives of 
Upė, Ina, Karl, and Dustin are entangled in the complexities of their shared histories marked by childhood 
scars, shattered relationships and ambitious careers. Life should be perfect in their carefully constructed utopia 
yet they all grapple with an unshakable feeling of missing something essential. It is Carter’s ground-breaking 
mycelium dream theory - where all humans live in symbiosis with their internal fungi which in turn creates and 
manipulates human consciousness – that offers any chance of a breakthrough.

As the protagonists seek their own inner reconciliation, they are drawn to Neringa; an ancient wilderness full 
of secrets and mysterious links between the past and the present. Will they finally break free of the shadows of 
their past and if so, at what cost?

THE MYCELIUM DREAM
by Gabija Grusaite

Literary fiction/speculative fiction
120,000 words

Publication date November 2023 
(Lapas, Lithuania)
Material available: Full manuscript

World rights available excl. Lithuania

Gabija Grusaite
Award-winning author Gabija Grusaite is a graduate of Anthropology & Media 
from the Goldsmiths’ College, UK. She lived in Malaysia for seven years where 
she cofounded the Hin Bus Depot - an independent, contemporary art space. She 
currently lives in Vilnius, Lithuania with her two Malaysian dogs - Gorgeous and 
Hazelnut.

Her second novel Cold East is the winner of the Penang Book Prize 2018 and was 
shortlisted for the EU Prize for Literature 2019. The Mycelium Dream is her third 
novel.

FICTION
THEMES 

Dystopian future / complex mother-daughter relationships / 
revolutionary scientific breakthroughs / mysterious disappearance
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Profesor (The Professor) was published in 2017 in Bahasa Malaysia and 2019 in English and focuses on Islamic 
extremism in Malaysia and its persecution of the LGBTQ community. The novel grapples with some taboo 
themes in contemporary Malaysian society. Suliza is a lesbian feminist professor who discovers her sexuality 
while at an Islamic religious school. After her first relationship ends in tragedy, Suliza moves to the United 
States to continue her studies; there, she starts researching and advocating for human rights. She and her 
friend Maria, a lawyer and activist, are frequently targeted by right wing conservative groups. When Hashimah, 
a cleaner at her university, reveals that her abusive husband is a wanted terrorist, the dangers become even 
greater. Suliza and Hashimah briefly become lovers. When they break up, Suliza begins another relationship 
with a woman named Dalila in Berlin. Dalila and Suliza travel together and when they return to Malaysia they 
encounter Hashimah. In a jealous fit, Dalila influences Hashimah to kill her terrorist husband which leads to 
tragic consequences. 

THE PROFESSOR
by Faisal Tehrani

Literary fiction
312 pages

Publication date 2017 (Bahasa Malaysia), 2019 (English) 

World rights available

Faisal Tehrani
Faisal Tehrani is a playwright and the author of over 20 titles. Most of his works 
are on human rights and seven of Faisal’s books were banned by the Malaysian 
government. The ASEAN Literary Festival named him as ‘one of Malaysia’s and 
Southeast Asia’s important writers’. 

FICTION
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<< The search for wholeness set in present-day Malaysia with time-
travelling journeys into the past. >>

One-hundred-and-eighty-five year old recluse, Pushpanayagi, is on the brink of a transformation after having 
avoided her past for decades. 

When eighteen year old Maxim Cheah, disgruntled at home, aching for freedom, for answers about her life, 
arrives on an apparent whim at “Yalpanam” - the old lady’s house - they begin an unlikely friendship that will 
give the girl a temporary home, and send Pushpanayagi whirling through space-time, back to the past. 

Returning to 19th century and 1940s Malaya, to early 19th century Ceylon, the old lady encounters people 
long dead - Charles Tanner, a rigid British lepidopterist, his melancholic first wife Mary, his vibrant second wife 
Savitri, their seemingly subservient servant Abu - and is faced with the reality of her actions, and her denials. 

As Pushpanayagi battles with her psychical upheaval, Maxim finds a place for herself at Yalpanam, and grows 
into her new friendship with Hadi, the vegetable seller. But a person can only run away for so long. Pushpanayagi 
and Maxim must embark on a journey fraught with lies, shadows, ghosts, and realizations at times too painful 
to bear, and discover, in their own unique but intertwined ways, the path to inner liberation. 

THE HOUSE CALLED YALPANAM
by Shivani Sivagurunathan

Literary fiction
70,000 words

Publication date 2021 
(Penguin SEA, rights reverted)

World rights available

FICTION

Shivani Sivagurunathan 
Shivani Sivagurunathan has been writing and publishing fiction and poetry for 
twenty years. She is the author of four books, Wildlife on Coal Island (Harper 
Collins India), Yalpanam (Penguin SEA), Being Born (Maya Press) and What Has 
Happened to Harry Pillai? (Clarity Publishing). Her writing has always been 
grounded in a Malaysian context and supported by a metaphysical foundation 
– it combines the local and the concrete with the universal and the abstract, 
reminiscent of Latin American magical realist writers like Gabriel García Márquez 
and Mario Vargas Llosa. 

She is currently an assistant professor and head of the School of English, University 
of Nottingham, Malaysia.
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MASTER YOUR LIFE
Middle-aged Debbie’s life is a disaster - her mother abandoned the family when she was a young girl, her 
father committed suicide and if that isn’t enough, her only son has decided to follow in his grandfather’s 
footsteps and drown himself.

Turning to her best friend Geraldine and copious amounts of wine for emotional support is getting her 
nowhere...until one day Debbie’s mysterious ex-husband turns up on the island along with his spiritual guru. 
Will Debbie find salvation as part of the Master Your Life cult?

WHAT HAS HAPPENED TO HARRY PILLAI?
For decades Harry Pillai has kept his triplet daughters away from the island’s prying eyes. Modern life is rubbish 
and he wants no part of it; all electronic devices are banned in the Pillai household and the triplets are forbidden 
from mingling with the islanders.

Despite their father’s best efforts, the Pillai triplets each have their own secret worlds, kept secret even from 
each other. While Penny and Betty respectively find solace and sexual release with a local mechanic and the 
island’s lighthousekeeper, Sally seeks out the company of a tribal family hidden deep in the jungle. Life in the 
Pillai household is about to undergo a shocking transformation...

FICTION

Shivani Sivagurunathan 
Shivani Sivagurunathan has been writing and publishing fiction and poetry for 
twenty years. She is the author of four books, Wildlife on Coal Island (Harper 
Collins India), Yalpanam (Penguin SEA), Being Born (Maya Press) and What Has 
Happened to Harry Pillai? (Clarity Publishing). Her writing has always been 
grounded in a Malaysian context and supported by a metaphysical foundation 
– it combines the local and the concrete with the universal and the abstract, 
reminiscent of Latin American magical realist writers like Gabriel García Márquez 
and Mario Vargas Llosa. 

She is currently an assistant professor and head of the School of English, University 
of Nottingham, Malaysia.

THEMES 
Loss / alcoholism / cults / family 

secrets / the supression of women

WHAT HAS HAPPENED TO HARRY PILLAI?
by Shivani Sivagurunathan

Literary fiction/magical realism
272 pp
ISBN 9789671765784

Publication date 2022 
(Clarity Publishing, Malaysia)

World rights available excl. Malaysia



S IVAGURUNATHAN &  C HUA

KINGS OF CHINATOWN
by William Tham Wai Liang

Crime/fiction
288pp
ISBN 9789671765777

Publication date August 2022 
(Clarity Publishing, Malaysia)

World rights available excl. Malaysia

<< Caught between fate and betrayal, a mafia don’s son must decide where 
his loyalties and ambitions lie. >>

The Syndicate, run by the aging Wong, is trapped in a battle for survival as a long-running gang war draws to an 
endgame, threatening to destroy what is left of his crime organisation and family.

Although he has valiantly kept his surviving son away from the Syndicate, Gavin is slowly drawn into a plot to 
topple his father by his bitter chief lieutenant, preparing to seize power after years of being sidelined.

Beyond the brutal gang warfare, a wider landscape of political manipulation and corruption emerges. All sides 
are desperate to settle old scores as a power-hungry politician and a disgraced police inspector join forces to 
assassinate Kuala Lumpur’s infamous “King of Chinatown”.

FICTION

William Tham Wai Liang
William Tham’s fiction and nonfiction has been published by Ethos Books, Penang 
Monthly and Looseleaf magazine. He previously served as the senior editor of the 
Vancouver-based Ricepaper magazine. He is the author of The Last Days and Kings 
of Chinatown.
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Viji Krishnamoorthy
Viji Krishnamoorthy was born in Ipoh, Perak to a Tamil father and Hokkien Chinese 
mother. She spent her early school years in Kuala Lumpur and then in Madras (as it 
was known then). She completed her tertiary education in the UK. She previously 
worked as a freelance writer for several magazines and this is her debut novel.

The author is happily married with two children and lives in Kuala Lumpur; but 
enjoys spending time in London.

912 BATU ROAD
by Viji Krishnamoorthy

Upmarket commercial fiction/historical/
contemporary romance
280pp
ISBN 9789671765746

Publication date 2021 
(Clarity Publishing, Malaysia)

World rights available excl. Malaysia

Viji Krishnamoorthy’s debut novel is a sweeping wartime saga of two Malayan families caught up in the turmoil of 
the Japanese Occupation juxtaposed against a forbidden inter-racial love affair that takes place in present-day 
Kuala Lumpur.

The Iyers and the Tans’ quiet middle-class lives are shattered when the Japanese Army arrives in KL and an 
unthinkable betrayal forces them into a covert game of resistance and survival. 

As the third generation navigates work, love and family relationships, can past betrayals ever be forgiven? Will 
the new generation ever move beyond their shared pain?

-------------------

Krishnamoorthy’s expansive style and meticulous research weaves her vibrant fiction with the real-life exploits of 
Malayan wartime heroes - Sybil Kartigesu and Gurchan Singh. 

FICTION
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<< Three clueless hipsters (and a dog in a wheelchair) plunge into the dark, 
dangerous waters of a political murder mystery and its global fallout. >> 

Based on true events. 

Twenty-something author and minor media influencer Stasys Saltoka – or Stanley Colder to his adoring Insta 
followers – has hit an existential wall. Abandoning his clichéd and stifling New York city life, he buys a one-way 
ticket to Southeast Asia in search of life-changing experiences.

A chance meeting with an enigmatic Russian leads Stasys to a documentary project – the murder of a mysterious 
Mongolian model that implicates a prime minister and his jewel-hoarding wife. Unravelling the truth takes 
Stasys deeper through the murky swamp of extreme corruption, death, Islamophobia and media manipulation.

Will he ever figure out the meaning of life or find a decent espresso?

NOMINEE

FICTION

Gabija Grusaite
Award-winning author Gabija Grusaite is a graduate of Anthropology & Media 
from the Goldsmiths’ College, UK. She lived in Malaysia for seven years where 
she cofounded the Hin Bus Depot - an independent, contemporary art space. She 
currently lives in Vilnius, Lithuania with her two Malaysian dogs - Gorgeous and 
Hazelnut.

Her second novel Cold East is the winner of the Penang Book Prize 2018 and was 
shortlisted for the EU Prize for Literature 2019. The Mycelium Dream is her third 
novel.

COLD EAST
by Gabija Grusaite

Upmarket contemporary thriller
232pp
ISBN 9789671429778

Publication date August 2018 
(Clarity Publishing, Malaysia)

World rights available excl. Malaysia, Lithuania, Ukraine.
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<< The unexpected relationship between an ageing Communist terrorist and 
a journalist, and its twists and turns. >>

1981, Kuala Lumpur. An ageing Communist revolutionary arrives in the hazy heart of the capital while the country 
lurches towards a political turning point; a time marked by protests, clandestine arrests and media suppression.

A woman known only as H agrees to document the revolutionary’s story and her dangerous task is complicated 
by the fragmented memories of her family’s own complicity during the violent days of the Emergency. As a 
silent assassin closes in, their lives become steadily intertwined as Malaysia’s own history - and future - becomes 
unrecognisable. 

The Last Days, the second novel by William Tham Wai Liang, cuts through the murky layers of history to explore 
how our stories disappear and become realigned in unexpected and shattering ways.

FICTION

William Tham Wai Liang
William Tham’s fiction and nonfiction has been published by Ethos Books, Penang 
Monthly and Looseleaf magazine. He previously served as the senior editor of the 
Vancouver-based Ricepaper magazine. He is the author of The Last Days and Kings 
of Chinatown.

THE LAST DAYS
by William Tham Wai Liang

Literary fiction/upmarket thriller
200pp
ISBN 9789671765722

Publication date August 2020 
(Clarity Publishing, Malaysia)

World rights available excl. Malaysia
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WHY SHOULD I READ THIS BOOK?
Your life’s a mess, your house is a zoo, 
Your kids will do anything but listen to you,
That white picket fence, it was all a lie,
Sometimes you’d like to just curl up and cry!
The parenting trenches are hard as all hell,
No one ever warned you, about the hard sell
Of explaining ‘balance’ to a tech-addicted kid
Or managing a toddler ‘bout to blow their own lid!

The pity of others that feeds on your soul
Is the complete OPPOSITE of your parenting goal
You’ve picked up this book, are you looking for cheer?
Welcome, dear parent, so glad that you’re here!
‘Tis true, parent life can be brutal at times,
Can’t take ourselves too seriously, we need nonsense rhymes!

A lighthearted look at that rollercoaster ride
That makes us at times want to just run and hide, 
But at others proves to be the most wondrous thing,
That makes us laugh till we fart and our hearts start to sing!
We’re not too old to grow (some wisdom can be earned),
For our kids teach us things we might never have learned
Are you looking for these lessons, this everyday gold? 
Read on if you dare….come on parent, be bold!

THE PARENTING CLIMB
(in nonsense rhyme)
by Mel Schmitz

Parenting/self-help/popular psychology

50 nonsense rhymes

World rights available excl. Malaysia 

Mel Schmitz
Mel Schmitz is a Developmental Psychologist who has enjoyed working with 
families for almost 20 years across a variety of settings, countries and cultures.

Born and raised in Malaysia, Mel completed her first degree, BSc. Psychology 
(Hons) at the University of Nottingham, UK. She went on to complete a Masters 
of Applied Developmental Psychology at the University of Western Australia. She 
also has a degree in English Literature.

She worked in primary and secondary schools, a Neuroscience unit and a hospital-
based child and adolescent psychiatric setting before setting up her own private 
practice. 

Mel lives with her husband and two kids in Stuttgart, Germany, where she once 
inadvertently fed one of her kids to a bird of prey…

“I’m always so very 
impressed with Mel; both 
with her work and, just as 

importantly...with her heart!”
Bob Burg, co-author of the global 

bestseller, The Go-Giver

“Mel’s wisdom couplets 
never fail to bring a smile 

to my face and fresh 
insights tickling my brain. 

What a brilliant way to 
convey such essential 

truths, in a form instantly 
accessible to anyone from 

ages one to 100!”
John David Mann, co-author of the 

global bestseller, The Go-Giver

NON-FICTION
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NON-FICTION

Memoirs of a Diplomatic Geisha is an intensely personal and perceptive account of Christine Satiah’s life as 
a diplomatic wife spanning three decades and nine different countries, where she was witness to historical 
events and upheavals. 

Part memoir, part travelogue her book is a vivid kaleidoscope of hilarious moments and tragedy; good people 
and villains; moving encounters as well as interminably boring cocktail receptions.  

•	 Posted to Phnom Penh in the early 1970s with their young daughter just before the Khmer Rouge swept in, 
Christine’s life in civil war-torn Cambodia swung between surviving rocket attacks and attending high-level 
government soirees with friends (many of them tragically disappeared in the aftermath of the Khmer Rouge’s 
reign of terror). 

•	 Her two-postings to Moscow, the first in the 1970s and then in the 1980s during Gorbachev’s perestroika 
era reveals a country on the brink of momentous change; amid the frustrations of dealing with Soviet 
apparatchiks, hunting for Russian art and the pressure of planning for the prime minister and his official 
retinue’s first official visit to the USSR. 

•	 While in Brasilia she fills in at the last moment for a samba performance at the Rio Carnival and in the most 
ludicrous of situations finds herself stranded in the Venezuelan President’s palace garden past midnight. 
Challenges lurk around every sunshine-filled corner and she survives an armed robbery at their official 
Brazilian residence. 

•	 Memories of postings to Wellington, Kuala Lumpur and Rabat are also featured as well as her ‘behind the 
scenes’ interactions with other diplomatic wives, senior government officials and a fleeting exchange with 
Princess Diana.

Throughout, Christine Sathiah casts a perceptive, humorous and sympathetic look at the foibles and 
idiosyncrasies of diplomatic life: its protocol strictures and absurdities; the heartaches of leaving friends behind 
and settling into new environments; and the challenges of navigating different international settings as a 
mixed-heritage woman in a mixed-marriage.

MEMOIRS OF A DIPLOMATIC GEISHA
by Christine Sathiah

Travelogue/memoir
80,000 words

Publication date Q3 2024 (Clarity Publishing, Malaysia)

World rights available excl. Malaysia

Christine Sathiah
Christine Sathiah, born in France of mixed French-Spanish heritage, spent her 
formative years in Paris. She studied French literature at the Sorbonne and later 
achieved a First Class Honours degree in International Relations and Political 
Science at Victoria University in Wellington.

In 1969, she married Renji Sathiah, a Malaysian diplomat based in London whose 
career path took them from London to Moscow, Phnom Penh, Bangkok, Singapore, 
Brasilia and Brussels as well as home postings in Kuala Lumpur.

Her first book French Customs and Etiquette (Marshall Cavendish) was published 
in 2007. Her second book Memoirs of a Diplomatic Geisha (Clarity Publishing) will 
be released in Q3 2024.

A funny and moving 
testimony to the art of 

traditional diplomacy 
that has been lost with 
the rise of the internet 

and social media.
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<< Eye-witness accounts of orang-utan conservation in Malaysian Borneo. >>

From interviews with nineteen forest guards, wildlife biologists, keepers, eco-tour operators and conser-
vationists, these thirty-four creative nonfiction pieces tell the stories of ordinary men and women involved in 
orang-utan conservation in Sarawak over fifty years. The personal experiences in the forests, at longhouses, 
wildlife centres and schools. Together, they tell of the frustrations, wonder, despair and joy in this daunting task 
of conserving the red ape found in the wild only in Borneo and Sumatra.

These stories reflect not just work to save the endangered species, but also the larger issue of species extinction. 
The human species’ lack of humanity is evident in the lives of the orphaned orang-utans and the semi-wild 
animals that cling to a tenuous life in a tiny patch of forest in the middle of human settlements. It seems that 
the human species may be forcing itself into extinction. We exist in a large ecosystem; our fate inextricably 
linked to that of our cousin, the red ape. While it teeters on the brink of extinction, we realise that we could 
soon follow suit.

Christina Yin Gumal
Christina Yin Gumal lives in Sarawak, Malaysian Borneo with her husband, a wildlife 
biologist, and two dogs.

With her children in Glasgow and Iowa City, Christina embarked on a PhD – 
her thesis, “Creative Nonfiction: True Stories of People involved in Fifty Years 
of Conservation of the Orang-utan in Sarawak, Malaysia” at the University of 
Nottingham, Malaysia.

A Senior Lecturer at Swinburne University of Technology, Sarawak Campus, 
Christina’s fiction and nonfiction writing have appeared in Anak Sastra, e-Tropic 
Journal, Eksentrika, New Writing, and TEXT among others.
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THE BORNEO JOURNALS
Life, Love and Loss in the Bario Highlands
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<< A middle-aged author and her beagles move to the heart of Borneo to 
start a new life with her husband and his tribe. >>

In her early fifties, writer Liew Suet Fun uprooted her hectic city life and moved to live in Bario, a community of 
Kelabit rice farmers and hunter-gatherers in the remote interior mountains of Malaysian Borneo. What began 
as a choice for love swiftly transformed into an experience that challenged her long-held beliefs and habits of 
life.

A stranger in a strange land, Liew was thrust into her husband’s close-knit circle of family and friends, where 
as an outsider, she struggled to gain acceptance. Armed with the realisation that only bitter experience and 
courage would forge reconciliation with the world around her, she learned to embrace her existence with some 
measure of equanimity and grace - bolstered by her loyal beagles and the BBC World Service.

The Borneo Journals is a beautifully written and intimate record of her early years in Bario: part reminiscence, 
part everyday miscellany, part philosophical reflection. It offers a unique portrait of an author’s inner world 
juxtaposed against an indigenous community experiencing the throes of far-reaching change.

Liew Suet Fun
Suet Fun began her career as an advertising copywriter, eventually moving into 
public relations consulting. As a public relations practitioner, she worked for 
international firms, including Hill & Knowlton, MDK and Fleishman Hillard.

It was in 2005, at the age of 45, that she eventually became a full-time author, 
realising a quiet ambition she had harboured all her life. The demise of her 
beloved mother, the understanding that much of what we are is a choice and the 
knowledge that the window of opportunity is transient were some of the reasons 
that moved her to make this life-changing decision.

Suet Fun holds an honours degree in English Literature and Diploma in Teaching 
(TESL) from the University of Malaya and is the author of eighteen books of non-
fiction and poetry.
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<< Exploring the crisis of Malay identity in the 21st century >>

Part memoir, part observation, this book explores what it means to be Malay and Muslim in a Muslim-dominated 
country that is still insisting on more Malay-Muslim rights. As post-colonial Malaysia re-imagines itself, the 
country also questions its identity as it grapples with the state-sanctioned idea of being Malay. 

Dina reflects on her childhood and youth, and how this period formed her ideas of what it is to be Malay. She 
examines the dichotomy between Islamist and Malay politics...when is it about religion and imbibing faith, and 
one’s ethnic identity?

Malayland hopes to spark a debate among readers on what identity is, how class plays a role in the ethnic 
chasm, and what future the Malays want. With rural-urban migration playing a large role too, only the Malays 
can decide what and who they want to be. 

Dina Zaman
Dina Zaman is a Kuala Lumpur-based writer and researcher. She is the co-founder 
of IMAN Research, a think tank focusing on socio-political and security matters, 
and a founding member of the Southeast Asian Women Peacebuilders. 

She is a regular speaker at regional and international conferences on preventing 
and countering violent extremism. 

She has written extensively for the Malaysian media and is currently a regular 
contributor to The Star, Malaysia and The Jakarta Post. Her latest passion projects 
revolve around Terengganu Royal History.

Dina is the author of three non-fiction titles - I am Muslim (Silverfish Publishing), 
Holy Men, Holy Women (SIRD) and Malayland. King of the Sea (Clarity Publishing) 
is her first foray into fiction. 

NON-FICTION
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HOLY MEN, HOLY WOMEN
A Journey Into the faiths of Malaysians and 
Other Essays
by Dina Zaman
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Publication date 2018 (SIRD, Malaysia)

World rights available

‘Holy Men, Holy Women gives a valuable and rare insight into the people of faith 
that we revere and are too afraid or respectful to know more. They appear holier 
than thou. But Dina Zaman goes behind the superficial to show the human side of 
those who seem closer to the Almighty than the rest of us in this mortal coil.’

– Jahabar Sadiq

Dina Zaman embarked on a two-year journey around Malaysia – the length of the peninsula as well as Sabah 
and Sarawak. She met people of many faiths. And from these encounters she has woven together a tapestry of 
vital stories: of nuns and shamans, of silat practitioners who she inadvertently offended, of pilgrims and ustaz, 
of hijabis who pole dance, and she ended up in Memali to discover that tragic tale. 

This collection of essays – animated, engaging and provocative – opens a window on the sometimes troubled 
terrain of religious beliefs and practices. The accounts are personal and intimate, and at the same time throw 
light on some of the most pressing issues that confront society today: mindfulness and worldliness, interfaith 
relations and lifestyle choices, class and conviction, identity and religiosity. This is Malaysia, peopled by holy 
men and holy women of all stripes, and Dina Zaman is your compelling guide.

NON-FICTION

Dina Zaman
Dina Zaman is a Kuala Lumpur-based writer and researcher. She is the co-founder 
of IMAN Research, a think tank focusing on socio-political and security matters, 
and a founding member of the Southeast Asian Women Peacebuilders. 

She is a regular speaker at regional and international conferences on preventing 
and countering violent extremism. 

She has written extensively for the Malaysian media and is currently a regular 
contributor to The Star, Malaysia and The Jakarta Post. Her latest passion projects 
revolve around Terengganu Royal History.

Dina is the author of three non-fiction titles - I am Muslim (Silverfish Publishing), 
Holy Men, Holy Women (SIRD) and Malayland. King of the Sea (Clarity Publishing) 
is her first foray into fiction. 
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Dina Zaman’s articles about being a Muslim in Malaysia today captures the multifaceted aspects of difference 
and alterity in normative religious life better than many academic studies on the subject. Her articles are not 
simply about Islam per se, but also about the realities of religious life as seen and lived by Muslims themselves. 
In these vignettes, she captures the ironies, foibles and follies of ordinary Muslims who have tried to find 
meaning and focus in their lives, albeit in an ever-changing world where tastes and trends are dictated as much 
by the media as much as the realities of geo-politics. The portrait that emerges is not a simple one, and though 
some may wonder at the contradictions and uncertainties that drive those whom she writes about, Dina’s pen 
captures their all-too-human condition in a manner that is sympathetic and enduring. 

Dr. Farish A. Noor
Political Scientist and Historian of Political Islam,
Zentrum Moderner Orient, Berlin

I AM MUSLIM
by Dina Zaman

Ethno-religious studies/memoir
216pp

Publication date 2012 (Silverfish, Malaysia)

World rights available
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Dina Zaman
Dina Zaman is a Kuala Lumpur-based writer and researcher. She is the co-founder 
of IMAN Research, a think tank focusing on socio-political and security matters, 
and a founding member of the Southeast Asian Women Peacebuilders. 

She is a regular speaker at regional and international conferences on preventing 
and countering violent extremism. 

She has written extensively for the Malaysian media and is currently a regular 
contributor to The Star, Malaysia and The Jakarta Post. Her latest passion projects 
revolve around Terengganu Royal History.

Dina is the author of three non-fiction titles - I am Muslim (Silverfish Publishing), 
Holy Men, Holy Women (SIRD) and Malayland. King of the Sea (Clarity Publishing) 
is her first foray into fiction. 
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“A courageous memoir (on mental illness) filled past brimming with life, grief and 
compassion, and mediated with a raw lyrical intensity. 

This is a moving and important evocation of the moments that make up one 
writer’s life, and a demonstration that life requires great resilience, understanding, 
forgiveness and grace.”

- Kevin MacNeil

During a Scottish summer, author Suria Tei was struck by an acute psychotic episode that left her mentally 
paralysed. After a few sessions of Electroconvulsive Therapy (ECT), she gradually regained awareness.

As she recovered from her ordeal, Tei delved into the roots of her chronic depression and psychosis, eventually 
finding answers in her formative years growing up in a conventional Malaysian Chinese family.

From grief to depression, from psychosis to catharsis, from East to West, Tei shares her past encounters and 
insights into life with an unflinching honesty. Unspoken is a journey of self-discovery and understanding of how 
the past conditions our present.

NON-FICTION

Suria Tei
Suria Tei is an award-winning writer. Her first novel, Little Hut of Leaping Fishes 
(Picador), was listed for the Man Asian Literary Prize and Best Scottish Fiction, 
and won Malaysia’s Readers’ Choice Award. Her second book, The Mouse Deer 
Kingdom (Picador), came third in the Readers’ Choice Award.

She was the script writer for Night Swimmer which won Best Short Film at the 
Vendome International Film Festival. Born and raised in Malaysia, Tei came to 
Scotland to study in the 1990s and now lives in Glasgow.

UNSPOKEN
by Suria Tei

Memoir/creative non fiction
232pp
ISBN 9789671765753

Publication date October 2021 (Clarity Publishing, Malaysia)
E-book published July 2021 (Author)

World rights available excl. Malaysia 
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WHEN THE CHICKEN DIES, 
EVERYONE CRIES
by Boonsiri Somchit

Leadership/Global Business Services
256pp
ISBN 9789671429716

Publication date May 2016 (Clarity Publishing, Malaysia)

World rights available excl. Malaysia

<< Asian leadership and life lessons from the heart of the village. >>

In a corporate jungle obsessed with hype, office politics and the never-ending race for promotion, position and 
power, textbook leadership skills are failing to bridge the gap between management and their most precious 
commodity - people. 

From her humble roots growing up in a tiny Malaysian village, Boonsiri Somchit shows what it takes to truly 
engage and lead from the heart. Taking inspiration from her childhood adventures with her rag-tag gang, kite 
season, rusty Raleighs, ghost hunting and the Carpenters, Boon brings her hilarious insights to leadership, life 
and dealing with rogue chickens.

NON-FICTION

Boonsiri Somchit
In her 18-year career at NASDAQ-listed AMD, Boonsiri Somchit knows all about 
leading a team to global success. She spearheaded the set-up of AMD’s Global 
Business Services and led it for 14 years, setting the global industry benchmark.

When she’s not busy training Malaysia’s next generation of leaders she also acts 
as industry advisor to numerous Malaysian public and private sector organisations. 

She is a regular speaker and panelist at events all over the world on Global Business 
Services, leadership and women in tech. 
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The Rose Chan Story
by Cecil Rajendra

Biography
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<< The true story of Asia’s legendary ‘Striptease Queen’.>>

“All her life Rose had battled poverty, prejudice, moral hypocrisy, racism, puritanism and gender discrimination 
– and often, but not always, emerged triumphant.”

Sent by her impoverished parents from China to Singapore in 1931, six-year-old Rose Chan learned to survive 
on her wits and bravado. The Flower of Malaya transformed herself into the consummate show woman with her 
shocking dance moves and snake wrestling acts that took her and her troupe around Malaya and the world. 

Behind the glamour, the five marriages, travel and adulation was a life of hardship, sorrow and suffering that 
threatened to break her but never left her bowed. In her ‘retirement’ years, Rose returned to the one place she 
felt happiest – Penang – where she ran her famous Sakura club until her untimely death in 1987. 

----------------

Lawyer and poet Cecil Rajendra was introduced to Rose Chan in the 80s when she invited him to pen her 
memoirs. No Bed of Roses charts the remarkable story of Asia’s ‘Striptease Queen’ who was also known as the 
‘Charity Queen’ in her later years.

NON-FICTION

Cecil Rajendra
Cecil Rajendra was born in Penang, Malaysia and studied at St. Xavier’s Institution, 
the University of Singapore and Lincoln’s Inn, London. He is a practising lawyer 
who established free legal aid in Malaysia.

Since the publication of Embryo in 1965 by the Regency Press in London Cecil 
has since gone on to publish 22 other poetry collections. His work has appeared 
in over 50 countries and in TIME, National Geographic, Asiaweek, Wall Street 
Journal, Encounter, New Statesman, Poetry International, The Guardian, Asia 
Magazine, Times Literary Supplement, The Independent, UNICEF, UNHCR, 
Amnesty International, Index on Censorship & WWF Publications.

His poetry is taught in schools and institutes of higher learning in the UK, Ireland, 
US, Denmark, Germany, Australia and India.


